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: y Good Friends, wor bla coal 

N my laſt printed: Diſcoute (de- 
dicated to the D. of N. Tvindz 

” cated the Bible from the baſe _ 
Reflections of Papiſts: In this I am 
your Advocate, that you not only 
may, but ought to judge for your 
ſelves in all Matters relating to Con- 
ſcience, and eternal Salvation 
But alas! what ſignifies this Pri- 

lege, if it be not 5 tly improv- 
2 8 Gs ed? | 


b. A. - — 1 * i © s ” 


— 


vou from the Pre 


baſt a Nays. * — Hoof, and | 


than open Profanenefs. Names, no, 
nor — Principles will not fit us 


' DEDICATION. 


ed? My Influence can-go but a lit- 
tle way, but if by this  Addref to 

2 2 as well; as often 
am the Pulpit, and i private; + 
by this additional 1 | might | 
be inſtrumental to eſtabliſh you in 
the great Truths of the Goſpel, to 


believe them heartily, and to live 


under the daily. Influence of them, 


I ſhall have coſe of much Thank- 
fulneſs to God; yea, I wiſh this Ad- 
dreſs may be uſeful to others, „if a 


Stranger ſhould meet with = I 
have told you, Hypocriſy is as cer- 
tain, and on ſome Accounts, a more 


dangerous Road to Deſtruction, 


for, nor entitle us to Heaven. Thou 


art dead. 
_ Chriſtianity is a Divine Diſcipline, 
defigned to change the Heart and 
or: the Life; 'the beſt Principles 


DEDICATION. 
if not improved or miſimproved, 
will only heighten our 'Guilt, an 
aggravate our Condemnation 1 in the 
great Day. 


 Sirs, Let me intreat you to guard 


ſt an mordinate Love of the 


Pleaſures: And retire daily from it 
to converſe with God, his Word, 
and your own Souls; and make Con- 
ſcience of worſhipping Him every 


Morning and Evening with your Fa- 


milies: Till Profeſſors will return to 
their Cloſet and Family Devotions, 
I deſpair of ſeeing Religion flouriſh 


in our = publick Aſſemblies. 
fad 


Oh, the 


and want of Time; but you can, 


and will find Time for your Reſt, 


Refreſhment, and for Diverſion too: 


of 


World, in its Bufineſs as well as 


Neglects of modern Profeſſors i 
theſe Reſpects! I know the com- 
mon Excuſes are hurry of Buſineſs, 


And ean you find little or no Time for 
= your — your Souls, and the Souls 


7 
2 
— 
” 


of your e wil ene 2 But 
I hear ſome (who know better) are 
often out late at the Tavern or Cof- 
fee-Houſe: What Family Orders 1 
deſeech ſuch to conſider they break 
in upon: Family Worſhip Ay for 
that time be omitted, or performed in 
a careleſs Manner; for late Prayers are 
likely to be lleepy Prayers. Some I 
know plead Confinement to their 
Shops all Day, and therefore muſt 
relax at Night; I beſeech you what 
great Dan nee is it, to be em- 
ployed in your Buſineſs? And what 
Relaxation at Night do you want; 
which you might not better have in 
your Families than in Publick- houſes? 
The Clergy of the eſtabliſhed: 
Smet; are forbid by one Canon, 
and it is a very good one, frequent- 
ing, or haunting Publick-houſes, o- 
therwiſe than for their neceſſary Oc- 
cafrons. All Chriſtians, as well as 
Monſters, ſhould reckon n 
under 


DEDICATIO. A 


*. 


under as ſtrict Obligation by what 


Places. Be not drunk with Wine. It 
will be ſaid, we don't drink. to ex- 
ceſs, I believe and hope what you 
ſay is true: But los a woe is 
denounced againſt thoſe 188 are i 
to drink Wine, ec. 
Farthermore, are we not to o redeem 
the Time? ls this redeeming it, 
throw away Hours every. Night un- 
neeeſſarily at the Tavern? And is 
your Diſcourſe there what it ought 


munication come out of your Mouth, 

but that which is good to the Uſe of 
edifying, that it may minifter Grace 
to the Hearers. Meither Filthineſs 
nor fouliſh Talking, nor Jeſting which 
are not convenient, but rather giving 
of Thanks. 

Would all the Profeſſors of Reli- 
gion among us, thus behave in their 
own Houſes, and then attend pub- 
F B kick 


the Scripture ſays to us in many 


to be always ? Let no corrupt Com. 


- - - 
2 A 
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DEDICATION. © 
lick Worſhip conſtantly on the Lord's- 
Day, how ſoon would a grieved Spi- 
Tit return to us! How ſoon would 
the Wilderngſo State of the Church 
be turned into a fruitful Land, and 
the fruitful Land become a Foreſt ! 

I pretend ot to have Dominion o- 
ver your Faith, but defire to be an 
Helper of your Foy: Yet Jam com- 
manded to cry aloud, and not ſpare, 
10 lift up my Voice like a Trumpet, 
and to ſhew 2 s People their Tranſ- 
greſſion, and the Houſe 5 _ their 
Sins. 

I would not thus adduct: „bu in 
Print, but fearing, leſt the © ain 
of careleſs Profeſſors ſhould have an 
Influence on you, not that I preſume 
to accuſe any of my own dear Charge 
as negligent i in Cloſet or Family Re- 
ligion, or frequenting late Clubs at 
the Taverns. 

If I never have an Opportunity of 
* on F ME Worſhip, this 
| does 


DEDICATION. 
does in part make good my Promiſe 
made three Years ſince. a 

My Times as well as yours, are 
in the Hands of God. I dont 
trouble my ſelf about a long or 


ſhort Life ; my great Concern is to 
do the Work of Life in the Time of | 
Life, The Might of the Grave cometh, 


when no Man can work. 


Had 1 thought the Freedom "off 
this Addreſs in publick wanted an 
- Apology, I had ſuppreſs d it; but 
my Heart I own is full, and this 
Way I give it vent. I ſee the Power 
and Practice of Religion abating al- 
moſt daily. | 
Pudet hec opprobria dicere, & di- 

ci potuiſſe, & non potuiſſe refelli. 

There are ſome, I would hope 
they are many, that ſay, hat wilt 
thou do for thy great Nume? O Lord, 
revive thy Work in the midſt of the 
Years, in the mid of the Years make 
known; in Wrath remember Mercy. 
„„ 1 


* 


DEDICATION. 

F have jet Watchmen upon thy 

Walls, O Jeruſalem, which ſball ne- 
der hold their Place Day nor Might. 
Ye that make mention of the Lord 
keep not Silence; and give him 
no reſt till he make Jeruſalem 4 

Praiſe in the Earth. May I be of 
that Number ! And | have Honour 
enough. 

I add no more, but 1 you, 
and all yours zo God, and to the Word 
of his Grace, which is able to build 
you up, and to give you an Inheri- 
tance among them that are ſantlifed 


mn Remain 


| Your « willing Servant 


| March 19, 
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x CoRIN. x. 15. 


1 ſpeak as to wiſe Men; jup o vs 


| * I SAV. 


which the Reformation from P 

is built, and by which alone it can 
be fairly defended: One is, thar the Holx 
Scriprures are a ſufficient and plain Rule of 
Faith, Worſhip, and Practice, for they are 
able to make us wiſe unto Salvation throngh- 
Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus (a). This 
have already proved. I proceed now to the 
other, which is a Judgment of private Di 
cretion, by which is meant, that every Per- 
ſon is with the Helps God afforderh, to 
judge for himſelf, and herſclf, according co 
the Sacred Wricings, in all Things relating to 
Conſcience and eternal Salvation. Others 
are not to judge for us, but every one is to 

form the beſt Judgment he can for himſelf, 

neither are we to pin our Faith on any 
Man's Sleeve, nor to call any Man our Maſter 


T HE R E are two great Principles, on 


(a) 2 Tim. iii. LM. : 
in 
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2 The INTRODUCTION. 
in Religion, For ONE Is OUR MASTER, EVEN 


ChRIST (a), and none elſe; He and He a- 


lone is the Lawgtver in his Church, who is 
able to ſave and to deſiroy (G). 


In this Chapter, our Apoſtle ſets before 
the Corinthians, the Privileges, Sins, and 


Puniſhments of the Fews in the Wilderneſs, 


obſerving, That all theſe things happened unto 
them for Enſamples, and they are written for 


our Admonition, upon whom the Ends of the 
World (of the Jewiſh Age) are come (c). He 
then proceeds to caution them againſt Secu- 
rity and Preſumption, wherefore let him that 


thinlbeth he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall (d). 
A needful Caution for the beſt in this State 


of Trial: And that they might not be diſ- 


couraged, he adds, there hath no Temptation 
taken you, but ſuch as is common to Man 
But God is faithful, who will not ſuffer you 
to be tempted above that ye are able; but 
will with the Temptation alſo make a way 
for your eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it (e). 


q. d. Be on your guard, watch and pray, that 


you enter not into Temptation, for God will. 


not ſuffer you to be tempted above that ye are 


able. 
Wherefore my dearly beloved, flee from 
Idolatry (), for which the Iſraelites in the 
Wilderneſs ſmarted ſo ſeverely: It is obſerv- 
able, the Corinthians are cautioned againſt 


a) Matt. xxiii. 13. (5) James iv. 12. (c) ver. 11. 
( Fo 2 . 5 0 e . 7 . ( ) _ 11 
hes AJolatry 
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dem Chriſtiani id comedunt quo 


The INTRODUCTION. 3 


Idolatry in this Place, where he proceeds to 
ſpeak of the Lord's Supper, I ſpeak as 10 
wiſe men; judge ye what I ſay. The Cup of 
Bleſſing which we bleſs, is it not the Commu- 
nion of the Blood of Chriſt? The Bread 
which we break, is it not the Communion of 
the Body of Chriſt (a)? It looks as if he 

forelaw the Idolatry of the Romaniſts, who 
pretend firſt to turn the conſecrated Wafer 
into the very Body of Chriſt, and then fall 
down before it and worſhip ir, to the grear 
Scandal of Chriſtianity : Averroes, a learned 
Heathen, or as ſome ſay a Mahometan, (who 
lived in the eleventh Century, when the 


Portentous Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation 


firſt obtained) took occaſion from hence to 
blaſpheme the Chriſtian Religion. © I have 
« enquired into all Religions, and have found 
e none more fooliſh than the Chriſtian, be- 
c cauſe they devour with their Teeth that 
very God, whom they worſhip, and then 
“ concludes with theſe Words, 8 
adorant, 
« fit anima mea cum Philoſophis, i. e. Sce- 


I © ing the Chriſtians eat what they worſhip, 


let my Soul be with the Philoſophers.” 
In the Words of my Text, St. Paul ſpeaks 
to theſe Chriſtians, as to wiſe Men, and al- 
lows them to judge what he ſays. An 
Apoſtle is not to be believed on his own 
Word, but we are to judge what he ſays, and 

Ts (a) Ver. 15, 16. | 
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. INTRODUCTION, 


we are to uſe this Judgment about the 8a- 
crament of the Lord's Supper, as well as 
other Doctrines of the Goſpel. The Cup of 
Bleſſing which ae bleſs, is it not the Commu- 
nion of the Blood of Chriſt? &c. 

The Words afford this Propoſition, thac 
EVERY PERSON Is TO JUDGE FOR HIMSELF 
AND HERSELF IN ALL RELIGIouSs CoN- 


 CERNs. T. peak as to wiſe Men, JUDGE YE 


WHAT I $Av. 

St. Chry/ſotom thus paraphraſeth my Text, 
„The 7ews being more childiſhly and weakly 
* diſpoſed, God doth not ſpeak in this man- 
ce ner to them, nor give them always the Rea- 
* ſon of what was commanded them, but only 

* forth the Command: But we (Chri- 
e ſtians) oy greater Liberty, and he ſpeaks 
* tous as to Friends; and fays, I don't want 
other Judges: Do ye give me your Opinion 
e or Judgment, I take you for Judges (a). 
„TW ways, (ſays Calvin) we may offend 
e for Some, becauſe they have been deceived 


by the falſe Pretence of the Name of God, 


or know that many have heen common» 
« ly deccived, promiſcuouſly reje& every 
A Bede Others by a fooliſh Credulity 


us 15 Yay ere e Gronwhrepes m ver! } cabugre- 
wy dvs 6 b Mere, gd: Treg reg drag euro; Lat 
rar ieraꝝirar, . ii οοο. irrοον of 10 Aang Aw 
Orgins d, ννντ, x6), SC. OY x #4 O, * 
SO 1 Homil. 23. in 1 Cor. x. 15. | ji 
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The Truth Srated. 5 


& receive without conſideration whatſoever 
« is propoſed to them in the name of God . 


In proſecuting this Subject; I ſhall 


I. Offer ſome things to ſtate and ſettle this 


. t " 


1TTͤĩÜ³· „8 

II. I ſhall prove and confirm it. 
III. Anſwer the moſt conſiderable Objec- 
tions made againſt it, and then Apply it. 


I. For ſtating and ſetling this Truth. The 
following things are to be obſervedt. 

1. We don't ſay Children, or Ideots, and 
Fools have a Judgment of private Diſcretion, 
becauſe' they are not capable of managing 
the Affairs of this Life, which are infinitely 
ſhort of Religious Matters. . 
Tiill Children arrive at Years of Maturity, 
able to act for themſelves, and to diſtinguiſh 
Truth from Error, Good from Evil, their 


Parents or Guardians muſt judge for them, 


and by degrees ſhould teach them how they 
may hereafter judge for themſelves. 


Fools and Ideots are not to be truſted 
with this great Privilege, becauſe they are 


not W of Moral Government, and con- 
ſequently incapable (as far as we know) of 


Rewards and Puniſhments in a future State: 


6 | The Truth States. 
bath not ſown, and gatherings where he hath 
not ſtrawed. He will not expect an In- 
provement of what he never gave. . 
. Tho am oertain, . this Fudgment of 
Private Diſcretion is not only allo ery 


rational Creature, but is his Happineſs 2 
Privilege, yet we don't mean, we ſhould re- 
fuſe what Light we can get by Reading and 
Converfation , eſpecially by humble Prayer 
to God, who will not be wanting to aſſiſt 
honeſt Enquirers after his Will, The meek 
will be guide in Judgment, the meth wil] be 
teach bis way. _ 1 
By diligent reading the facred Writings, 
and by conſulting the beſt Commencators, 
and by converſing with thoſe Divine Ora- 
cles, accompanying all our Erideavours with 
Pray er to the Father of Lights; we are to 
form the beſt Judgment we can for our 
ſelves. This is very different from an haſty 
Judgment taken up we know not how nor why, 
3. We mean farther by a Fudgment of 
Private Diſcretion, 1 lee of all things 
neceſſary to Salvation. Great difference is 
8 to be made between one Man and another 3 
between a Man of a great Genius, Leifure and 
Application, and one of a low Genius, who is 
full of Care, and hath not time for much 
Reading: the former may know more, an 
arrive at a clearer Knowledge of many things 
in Religion. There are a thouſand Specu- 
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Ihe Truth Stated 7 
lations, which 4 good Man. hath no occaſi- 
on to trouble himſelf wich, and may be 
happily ignorant of; or in which he may 
incline to the Opinion of thoſe who are more 
Learned — — than himſelf. We are 

not concern'd to DOES the preciſe 
Meaning of ſome abſcure Prophecies of 
Scripture, or to fix the Periods, in which 
the. moſt Learned hath been often out in 
their Copjectures: and tho! ſame have. fix d 
on the next Year, in which they expect ſome- 
what extraordinary will fall — the Good 
of the Church, and that particularly, the 
tenth part of the City (Rome) will fall, 1. e. 
fay they, the 2 of the Franks will 
declare for a Reformation; yet for my part, 
I am. a thoſe that are waiting ; | 
not, Rome will fall, thas God will put it ing 
to the Hearts of the Kings of the Earth to 
hate the Whore, and to burn her Fleſh with 
Fire, and the preſent Paſture: of Affairs in 
Europe lock that way; and is is remarka- 
ble, that Popiſpb Armies were cutting one 
S anacher's Throats laſt Summer, whilſt the 
_— Chief Prateſtans States and Kingdoms were 
only Spectators of ſuch a Trage y, and en- 


= joyed perfect Peace. The time to. Favour Zion, 


L | yea the ſet time will come, it is ning, 
s at the Door; the Souls of them that Same 


i 


f | been ſlam for er the Ward of God, and far the 
* OO which they beld, "have long cried 
4 _— _ 
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8 The Truth Stated. 
with a loud Voice, faying, How long, O Lord, 

ou not judge, and avenge 
our Blood on them that dwell on the Earth? 


And white Robes were given unto every one of 


them, and it was ſaid unto them, that they 
ſhould reſt yet a little Seafon, until their Fel- 
low-Servants alſo, and their Brethren, that 
ſhould be filled as they were, ſhould be fulfilled.(a) 
We are longing and praying that Perſecu- 


tion of all kinds may ceaſe every where, 


and that there may remain none to hurt, much 
leſs deſtroy in all God's holy Mountain. But, as to 
the Times and Seaſons, it is not for us to know 


them, we may do our Duty, and judge for 


our ſelves in Religion, and get to Heaven at 
laſt, tho' we ſhould not underſtand many 


dark Prophecies of Scripture, or be miſtaken 


as to the Year 1736, or any other Period. 


II. I go on to confirm and eſtabliſh this 
great Principle: and whilſt I am pleading 
your Cauſe, which is that of Liberty, in op- 
poſition to ſpiritual Tyranny, which is as 
much worſe than Civil, as the Concerns of 
the Soul are infinitely greater than thoſe of 
the Body: whilſt T am thus acting the part 
of an Advocate for you, I hope I may pro- 
miſe my ſelf your good Wiſhes and ferious 
Attention. 15 

{a) Rev. vi. 9, 10, 11. 


The Propoſition Proved. 9 

1. I prove this Judgment of Private Di/- 

cretion from the noble Powers and Capaci- 
ties God hath beſtowed upon us. He hath 
made us capable of comparing things toge- 
ther, and of diſcerning the Agreement and 
Diſagreement of Ideas, and forming a Judg- 
ment in things Natural, Political and Spiritu- 
al, or Divine; He teacheth us more than the 
Beaſts of the Earth, and makes us wiſer than 
the Fools of Heaven. (a) God hath beſtow. 
ed upon us an Underſtanding, Judgment and 
. „ 
The Argument runs thus, T am a Man, a 
reaſonable Creature, and therefore oughr 
to judge for my ſelf, and not to be led or 
driven like a Beaſt. ee, lf ST ons 
God himſelf thus ſpeaks to Job, Gir up 


thy Loins LIKE A MAN, for I will demand x 


Zhee, and -ANSWER THOU ME. (b) 9. d. I have 
made thee a rational Creature, uſe then that 
Reaſon I have given thee, and anſwer the 
Queſtions I demand of thee. | | 

Be ye not as the Horſe, or as the Mule, 
which have no Underſtanding, whoſe Mouth muſt 
be held in with Bit and Bridle. (c) They. 
are treated like Horſes and Mules, wRHOSE 
SOULS ARE MADE TO BOW DOWN, THAT 
8PIRITUAL TYRANTS (worſe than Egyptian 


Taſk-Maſters) May pass ovER. 


| (a) Job xxxv. 11, tb) Job xxxviii 3. 
le) Pi. xxxii. 9. 1 
— C 3 2. 1 
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© The Propefetion FProuaa 
2. I prove this from the Nature of the Ser- 
vice God requires of us, which is a reaſon- 
able Service, Tyv Aayinuns A (a) ET 
God will not accept NT en, 


Service from any of ge reaſonable Creatures, 8 


ſuch Service of which we can't give. a ratio 
nal Account to our felves or ochers. 
Santiſis the Lond God in your Hearts, end, 
be ready ALWAYS te give an anſwer 10 every 
one that asketh A REASON OF FHR HOPE 
that is in you, with Meckneſs and Fear. (b) 
If J am not allowed to judge for 2 WM 
in religious Cercerns, I cant give a reafen 
why 1 am a Chriſtian, and why as ſuch 1 
entertain theſe Hopes. 
3. This may be proved from, our having 
a Rule given us to judge by, and many r. 
hortations and Commands io make this uſe 
of it. Thx Word is a Lamp ta my Feet, aud 
4 Light is my Pathle), We baue 4 moe 
ſure Ward of Propheey(d}. To the Law, and 
to the Teſtimony, if they fhealt nat. according ta 
this, ir is becauſe there is ne. Light in thew(e). 
And we are forbid. 8 every Spirit, 
and to try 7 the N s, whether r they be of Cad. 
opbets arg gone out ius the 


a certain infallible Rule te try Spirits, or are 
not capable of making wie of it, 16 know 


ta) Rom. x1. x. Gr r Pet. wt. 15. (c} Pf. exix. 1ch. 


(ch 2 Pet. L 19g. (e 1. viii. 20. (O) r Joh. ix. 2. 


whether 


ther they who . a 

God, A 172 as. as de- 
cee rhemdolees,. 

To Atuftrawe and. Ar -his Argu- 
ment, the Beneums are gaud a be more wobl 
than the Theſſalonians, in that they rezeroell 
ale ad with all Readings If Mod, AND 
SEAROAED "THE ro . 
ehings were fo, therefore many af them belizo- 
Aa). — not commended for their 
amplicx Faith, bot for their Snunnenmme 
THE ScRIProunxets, and not the 
Arne he p And che urch of E- 
Fbrſas Se e 
tui try dum which Y ere 

Fa, ard ere , 5 Et 

And our Mefted Lowh-oonmandedrhe Jore 
0 SEmen Tu SCRIPTURES), and this i 


___ n Command e es all: or if you vead ät 20 


one do in the Ladicative Mead, ven de 
arch che „it is a Commmendatioen 
of chem Yor do doing, becauſe it Solfows, 
| for is chem ye aluut ye dave Eternal L, und 
ehey wee ey etith whfyof wie. How-comd 
che Jeuu know chat the Scriptures teſtify of 
Choift withauc ſearching chem? Tertullian 
who ved A. D. 20, wanſlates and amder- 
Kinds it as we do. They have, ſays he, 
Auge and Elias, 4. e. the Law an dhe. No- 
(4) Aﬀts wii. a4, 12. {b) Rev. ii. 2. e 


« phets 
4 


# 'y = 4 


12 The Propoſition Proved. 
© phets preaching Chriſt : according to which 
ein another place plainly, SEARcH (ſays he 
« 7, . Chriſt) THE SCRIPTURES, in which 
« ye hope for eternal Life. For they teſtify of 
e ne. Then this will be true, /eek and ye 
« ſhall find(a). | . 
And St. Paul bids us PROVE ALL THINGS, 
HOLD FAST THAT WHICH Is 'GoOD(Þ), re- 
prove all Doctrines (c), for he had juſt before 
ſaid, deſpiſe not Prophecies: the meaning is, 
the Prophets are to be heard with Judgment. 
We are caution'd againſt the Extreams of 
believing nothing,and believing every thing(d). 
4. And /aftly, I prove it from the account 
every one muſt give of himſelf hereafter. 
RELIGION IS A PERSONAL THING; and as 
Vanother's Faith will not ſave me, but it muſt 
be my own, ſo another's judging for me 
what is Truth and Duty, and what not, 
will not carry me to Heaven. EveRyY ONR 
OF Us SHALL GIVE ACCOUNT, OF HIMSELF 
To Gop(e). We muſt all appear before the 
Judgment Seat of Chriſt, that every one may 
receive the things done in the Body, AccoRpinG 
To THAT HE HATH DONE (conſequently ac- 
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(a) Habent, inquit, Moyſen & Heliam, 3. e. Legem & 
Prophetas, Chriſtum prædicantes: ſecundum quod & alibi a- 
pertè: Scrutamini, inquit, ſeripturas, in quibus ſalutem ſperatis. 
Illæ enim de me loquuntur. Hoc erit quærite & invenietis. 
Tertul. de Preſcript. adv. Hæret. | = 

(b) 1 Theſſ. v. 21. (e) Omnium hominum dog- 
mata. Vorſt. in loc. (d) Calvin. in. loc. | 
(e) Rom. xiv. 12. 5 
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© The: Nuß Stoved 14 
cording to what he hath believed) whether it 

be good of bad (a). As Another can't anſwer 
for me at the Bar of Judgment hereatter, 


ſo Another ought not to 2 05 for me at 
Preſent. 


III. I am now to anſwer the Objections of 
the Nomuniſts againſt this e and 
fundamental Principle. 

1. They ſay, all are not capable of judg- 
ing for themſelves: How ſhould Women 
and Children, and ignorant People be able 
to ditect themſelves in the way to Heaven, 
who have not Time to read, nor Cepucity 


to underſtand: what they read? 


To this I anſwer, one would think by 
this Objection, chat Religion is exceeding 
difficult to learn, and underſtand; hereds“ 
all things neceſſary to Salvation are ſo plain 
that he who runs may read them. Per- 
ſons of low parts, if they are but honeſt 
and upright, may and ſhall know as much 
as is neceſſary for them in this imperfect 
State. Is any Man WILL. Do is Wir, 
be ſhall know of the Doctrine, whether it. by 
| of God, or whether I ſprak of mw SI 
| The way to Heaven is nor difficult to find, 
if we will believe God hirmfetf. An High- 

y ſbull be there, and a way, and it alt Y 
be called the way of Holineſs, the unclean ſhall 
6) . v. 10. db) Job. vii. 17. 

D dot 


14 Popiſt Objectious 
not paſs over it, but it ſhall be for thoſe: (or 
He i. e. God will be with them) THE warv- 
FARING MEN, THro' Fools SHALL NOT ERR 
THEREIN (a). God doth ſometimes in Judg- 
ment, hide theſe things from the wiſe and pru- 
dent, and reveals them unto Babes, who are 
teachable and humble. | 

2, They obje farther, if this Judgment 
of private Diſcretion be allowed to all Per- 
ſons, it will introduce a Variety of Opinions, 
which will make the Church like the Buil- 
ders of Babel, when - their Language was 
confounded, for ſcarce two Men will agree: 
Ahd from hence will ariſe innumerable dan- 
gerous Errors, which may be prevented, if 
none are to judge but our ſpiritual Guides. 

I anſwer, Admitting all this for Fact, 
where would be the harm, if in Matters of 
leſs Conſequence, Chriſtians were of many 
Opinions; this would be unſpeakably better 
than Ignorance, Bigotry and Superſtition: 
Beſides, there were differing Opinions about 
Days, and Meats, and Circumciſion, in the 
Times of the Apoſtles; the Rule then was, 
LET EgERyY MAN BE FULLY PERSUADED IN | 
HIS OWN MIND (%. And this Rule holds 
good in our Times, and in all Matters of 
doubtful Diſputation. Farthermore, there 
would be no Room for the Exerciſe of the 
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(0%) If. xxxv. 8, (0) Rom. xiv.g,— 
4 Graces 


Anſioeredl. 15 


Graces of Patience, and mutual Forbearance, 
if Chriſtians were all of one Opinion: The 
ſacred Writings take it for granted, that 
_ Chriſtians will differ, and therefore we are 
exhorted, 70 endeavour to keep the UniTY OF 
THE SPIRIT (not the Unity of Opinion) in 
the Bond of Peace (a). 

It is here ſaid, ignorant People would run 
into Errors of a dangerous Tendency ; but if 
you read Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, you will find, 
thoſe who were learned were always the Au- 
thors and Broachers of Hereſy; 2 — 
going to ſay, not only interdum vulgus re 
videt, ſometimes the Vulgar diſcern Truth, 
but they do for the moſt part, Were not 
Alexander and Arius learned Men? did not 
they by their learned Ignorance, going far- 
tber in their Determinations, than the Scrip- 
tures warranted them, and charging on one 
another the Conſequences of their own Opi- 
nions: Did not they ſet the Chriſtian Church 
on Fire, and divide it into many Parties and 
Factions? of: 

But you would i imagine, by this Obje&tion, 
the Papiſts are all of one Opinion; far from 
it: for they are not yet agreed about Infalli- 
bility, the Fundamental of Popery; for ſome 
place it in the Pope, others in a General 
Council, and a third fort in both —. Have 


(a) Eph. iv. 3. 
D 2 they 
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bs 16 P Popifh ObjeFions 


they not the fame Diſputes about Predefti- 
nation, Grace and Free Will, which we Pro- 
teſtants have? Are they yet agreed abaut the 


immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary? 


Do the Jeſuits and Fanuſeniſis agree, or ra- 
ther er 3 — another? 
Don't ſome of their moſt learned Writers al- 
low, that Purgatory and Tranſubſtantiati- 
ation, &c. are not founded on Scripture, hut 
to be received, becauſe the Church teacheth 


them? And in our own Days have there not 


been various Opinions among them about the 
Pope's Bull called UN 1IoENrus, publiſhed to 
condemn above an hundred Propoſitions in 
Father Nueſuel's vue -on the New 3 


ment? 
3. Iwill only mention one Objoction more, 


they ſay, this Principle will weaken, under- 


mine and deſtroy the Power of the Church, 


ro decree Rites and Ceremantes, and ill take 
from her Authority in Matters of Faith. We 


are to hear the Church, otherwiſe we are to 


be treated as Heathen Men and Publicans, 


I anſwer, Where hath Chrift given the 
Power of making Laws to Any, dall them 
by what Name you pleaſe? Chriſt, and none 
elſe, is and ought to be the Lord of Conſdi- 
ence. The Apoſtles had np Dominion over the 
Faith of Chriſtians, but were Hojpors. of their 


Toy (a). 


6) 2 Cor. i. 24. 


Leave 


14 


2 


Leave every one to o judge for himſolf, and 

 forbear impoſing on them, there will be 
a ſpeedy End put to Strife and Contention: 
There will be an Agreement, or rather Har. 
mony in the midſt of Variety: As at a. Feaſt, 
there is great Variety which ſuits different 
Palates. In land, and here in- E- 
ſince the Revolution, Liberty of Conſcionce 
makes all Men eaſy. - 

It is true, in Matters of Treſpaſs com- 
mitted by one Man againſt another,, our 
Lord directs the Party offended v ge arid tell 
bim bis Fault privately: But if be will not be 
convinced by ' this private Remonſtrance, be 1s 
to take with him one or two more, that in the 
Mouth of beo or green ng recs every Word 
may be eftabliſhed. ſhall negless 1 
— them, tell it unto the — But ie he 
negleci to bear the Church, let bim be per 
as a Heathen Man and a Publican (a). 

But here is not a Word ſaid to o8lige u us 
to hear the Church in Doctrinal Controver- 
ſies: But this is the Way of our Adverſaries 
of Rome, to miſtepreſent the Senſe of Scrip- 
ture; and if the Words ſound as they ima- 
gine to ſerve their enule, they preſently fol- 

= che Granny e Regard to the true 


wy proceed now] e apply-qhis Diſcourſe. 
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a: 
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1. This 


= Application. 


1. This Principle, that Men have and 
ought to have a Judgment of private Diſcre- 
tion, deſtroys ſeveral Popiſh Tenets: For 
Inſtance, That Ignorance is the Mother of De- 
votion, and the leſs People know in Religion 


the better. ab * 175 
Again, that Men muſt believe as the Church 
Believeth, If the Church can and will an- 
ſwer for me hereafter, ſhe ſhall on that Con- 
dition judge for me now. And if that be the 
Caſe, we don't want the Bible, neither need 
we trouble our ſelves to read or underſtand 
it, it is enough for us to know what the 
Church believes; ſo much, and no more, we 
are to believe. 7. 
This Principle alſo deſtroys the Power and 
Infallibility of the Church, and . makes a vi ſible 
Judge of Controver ſies 8 There is no 
room for impoſing on us, if we are and ought 
to judge for our ſelves. 18 8 
Truth is not to be judged of by a Majo- 
rity of Votes, for it hath often been outnum- 
bered and outvoted. Elijab was the only 
true Prophet, when Baals Prieſts were 450. 
This Principle, like a Chain. Shot, doth 
great Execution, and deſtroys many Popiſh 
Errors at once; for I might obſerve it proves, 
chat the Holy Scriptures ought to be tranſ- 
lated into the vulgar Tongues, that they may 
be read by All, and that publick Prayers 
ought to be performed in a Language under- 


— 


Application. 19 
ſtood by All. I think, this and the other 
Principle of the Perfection of Scripture, will 

ſap the Foundation of Popery. | 

2. Let us learn hence, not to receive any 

thing in Religion by an implicit Faith; we 
muſt not embrace this or that other Opinion, 

| becauſe taught or believed by Calvin or Lu- 
ther, or any other admired Man; for this is 
to ſet up ſome Man or other for our Maſter 
in Religion, and it is to believe in him, and 
not in Chriſt: So our Faith would ſtand in the 
Wiſdom of Men, and not in the Doctrine of 
Chriſt. Is there not too much implicit Faith 
among Proteſtants? We are not to follow 
our Teachers, or Parents and Tutors, farther 
than they produce Scripture or Reaſon, ' or 
both for their Opinions. . 

3. This Principle abundantly juſtifies the Re- 
formation from Popery. Every Man is bound 
according to his Capacity, and as he hath Op- 
portunity, to oppoſe growing Errors, and to pro- } 
pagate Truth—. It is weak, not to ſay worſe, 
to queſtion the Calling, Authority and Miſſion 

of the firſt Reformers. Is not Truth every 
Man's Concern? How came it to be the ole 
Property of the Clergy, as if the profane Laity 
had nothing to do with it? And yet had it not 
been for the Laity, an ignorant or vicious 
Clergy had long ſince baniſhed it out of our 
World. We can boaſt of the Selens, the 
Scaliger, the Capels, the Newtfgns, the _— 
4 | an 


20 Application. 7 
and the Barring/ons, and many other learned 
Men, who were great Men, and had the In- 
tereſt of Truth as much at Heart, as any of 
the Clergy, by. whatfoever Names or Titles 
dignified or diſtinguiſhed. - eke 
Buy TRE TRUTH AND SELL IT NOT (a), 
is Advice given to one as well as another. 
The Buſineſs of Reformation is every one's 
Concern, who would enjoy Chriſt's Ordi- 
nances pure and-uncorrupt. When a Ter- 
rible Fire breaks out, is it not every one's Bu- 
fineſs to put it out? or muſt we wait for the 
Fire Men and Ingines, till the Fire is not to 
be ſtopped? e | 
4. We farther conclude, that Popery is not 
only ſuſpicious, but evil, becauſe it ſhuns 
and hates the Light. It will not admit of- 
free Debate and Enquiry, becauſe it cannot 
ſtand the Teſt of Reaſon: and Scripture. - 
Every one that doth Euil, bavech' the Light, - 
neither cometh to the Light, let bis Deeds ſboud 
be reproved. But he that doeth Truth, cometh to 
the Light, that bes Deeds may be made mamfeſt, 
that they are wrought in God (b). Ptoteſtants 
are not afraid of having all the Principles 
they hold examined in the ſtricteſt manner, 
for they will bear the Light both of ſobetr 
Reaſon and ſacred Scripture: - By this you 
may form a Judgment, who are moſt likely. 


(%) Prov. xxiii. 23. (0) John ii. ver. 20; 219 
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| Application. | 21 


to deceive you the Popiſh Prieſts, who forbid 
the profane, ignorant Laity's judging for them- 
ſelves, or Proteſtant Miniſters, who ſay with 
the Apoſtles, to their Hearers, we ſpeak as 70 
=o Men, judge ye what we ſay. 15 
5. It follows from thence, that his" is 
more certainty for Knowledge, Faith, Hope 
and Practice, and conſequently of Salvation 
on our Side, than on theirs: Becauſe we 
build our whole Religion on the Word of 
God, which is infallible, whereas they build 
vpon Popes and Councils, and on the De- 
-—Crees of fallible Men. We allow Men to ſee 
Wich their own Eyes, and to read the Scrip- 
tures daily, and to endeavour to underſtand 
them in tho beſt manner they can; which is 
a more rational and ſcriptural Way of obtain- 
ing ſaving Knowledge, Faith and Hope, that 
we may at length reach everlaſting Life. - 
6. And laſtly, let us be greatly thankful 
for this Privilege, and improve it accordingly: 
Let us fland faſt in that Liberty wherewith 
Cbriſt bath made us free(a), and not ſubmit 
to the unexamined Deciſion of fallible Men, 
whether Proteſtants or Papiſts, but pRovs 
ALL THINGS, AND HOLD FAST THAT WHICH 
IS GooD (5), Above all, let us take care, 
that we don't hold the Truth in Unrighteouſ- 


(a) Gal. v. 1. (6) 1 Theſſ. v. 21. 
0: neſs, 


- I — * 

a V4, 
= — 
Xx 

3 


— _ 


* 
— 


Ly 


— 
9 — 


— 1 


" — 2 — 2 
DE nip — — 4 — 9 
— 
* 
24 
— — 


8 
N 
— —ͤ — — 


D RO — 1 * 
ho * 
3 
8 pee * 
— — — - . 


—— — 


R 7922222 24 
„ 


. 2 * 
12 


. 1 — 43 uy 3 en i < ws - — 
q EE 4 7 

- vans" "ay We — 2 My. — 

* „„ „„ „ - an 5935 — — - — 


— 


Po - 


2 . . di — 5 , l 2 ey ty 2 
3 n wo. i * 2 8 * * 2283 - 


rr 


* 


AAS Eb 


ALT 


3: 


— 


— 


3 
— 33 «+ 
. $227. 7 — 
— . how 
— 


5 * 
— 
* 


— P Tie * — as — » 
— 3 * _ 4 >) — — n —_ 2 
= . _ — IN 4 
* — — — — — ads, — 2 » — - — 
232 4 — . rr 4 aſs —_—— — 5 ren - 
— — 2 - — — — 3 — 
_ m_ — — 2 6 by 
* foes — 795 — — 2 X. . —— 4 n : — 
— 2 C < T n _ "_* _ 
2 - — — _ — > 4 


2 * — 5 
. EEESoy 
2 — 
— 2 — — — - 
r = 
——— — 
” ba — 


— — — XY > 2 
2 — 5 
— oft Ota abs Ao 5 2 
— wo 4 = 
— — —ͤ—— — — 1 
ng 


— 
1 „* 
* — 
— 
— _ 


— ESE 
5 EY — 
* 


— 


Land. Aba 


_— 


— _ 


WR 


22 Application. 

neſs, but may we know, love and obey the 
Truth, that being made free from Sin, we 
may become the Servants of, Righteouſneſs, we 


ſhall then have our Fruit unto Holineſs, and 


the End will be everlaſting Life. 

I ſhut up all with thoſe Words of St. 
Peter, As FREE, AND NOT USING YOUR LI- 
BERTY FOR A CLOKE OP MALICIOUSNE 
BUT AS THE SERVANTS OF GoD (c). © 


(e) 1 Pet. ü. 16. ha 


A 
/ } 
(657 O0C 73 
? U 
* f 
* * AG” 

\ * I. — \ TS 

SEN 


AD DE N DA. 


Lo this and the preceding Diſ. 
courſe, we may deduce theſe four Co- 


rollaries. 


I. That the way of Proteſtanti the 
Goop o D War, the Way of Gl his 
Apoſtles; yea, the Way of the Romanifis, 
who acknowledge all chat we allow in Reli- 
gion, only they have added twelve Articles of 
their own, to the twelve contained in the 
Creed, commonly called the Apoſtles. 


II. The Way of Popery is nover. AND 
FALSE: It is NOvEL,becauſe long fince the Days 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, yea, and not known 
till above one thouſand Years after: We chal- © 
lenge them to produce any one who held all 


| thoſe Articles, that are eſtabliſhed in the 


Council of Trent, which was called many 
Years after Luther began che Reformation. 
It is alſo a ral sR Way, becauſe it is the Way 
of Idolatry, Perſerutian and Immorality : It is 
the Way of InoLatry, for they worſhip 


Saints and Angels, and truſt in them, and 


not in Chriſt alone, bo is the only Mediator 


. 


i" 


= 4 DDENDA.: 

between God and Men: And they worſhip the 
Virgin Mary, and the conſecrated Wafer, 
which after all that the Prieſt can do to it, 
four out of five Senſes aſſure us it is Bread; 
our Reaſon alſo aſſures us, the Body of Chriſt 
cannot be in Heaven, and in ten thouſand 
other Places on Earth at the ſame Time: 
And St. Paul calls it BRRAD three Times 
after Conſecration (a). : 

And then, It is the Way of nn 
AND CRUELTY. This cannot be denied, if the 
Hiſtory of the Inquiſition be true: Beſides 
we know they have ſlain Multitudes on the 
Score of Religion, in England, Ireland, 
France, and in the Vallies of Piedmont. 

Laſtly, under this Head, it is the Way of 
IMMoRALITY; for they diſtinguiſh das 
Mortal and Venial Sins, whereas Scripture 
informs us, that the Wages of Sin is Death (b), 
It is eaſy to purchaſe Indulgences for all 
manner of Sin with Money; but they de- 

ceive themſelves, who think Pardons are 
really to be bought and ſold: They may be 
deceived; but God will not be mocked. "And 
the Celibacy of their Clergy, and ſingle Lives 
of 'their Nuns, have opened a Door to great 
Wickedneſs, ſuch as Uncleanneſs and Mur- 
der. We all remember the late Story of 
Miſs Cadiere and Father Girard: So that 


(a) 1 Cor. xi. 26, 27, 28. (6) Rom. vi. 23. 
ts their 


their Honſes' & rected” Folie 0 wb 
come Neſts of Uncleanneſs, which cannot 
be purged throughly but by Fire. F 
Which brings to my Mind a Diſtich made 
on the Lewdneſs of Pope Clement the 7th. 5 


V. 4 Roma, vidi, ſatis eft vidi Iſh, revertar | 
Cum Leno, aut meretrix, feurra, Cinædus us ern. ys 


Vile Rome adieu, I did thee view, but hence 
no more will ſee; 
Till Pimp or Punk, or Jade c or r Spade T do 
reſolve to be. 2 
III. * is abe; to c tin her 
Communion, now her Errors in Doctrine and | 
Practice are ſo much expoſed, and Er 
more dangerous for any Proteſtants 


over to her, for God hath long ſince W a 
Rome a Bill of Divorce, and writ y: her L., *-* 


Ami, ye are not my People, and Twill not be L 
God, for her IpoL ATR, which his Soul Ls 
and for her CRUELTY AND IMMORALITY,. 


ſo that ſhe is undoubtedly the worſt (if to © 


be accounted any part) of the true Church. 


IV. It is a Time for Proteſtants of all _ -— 


nominations, to unite againſt this common 


Enemy. And it will much ſtrengthen the 

Proteſtant Intereſt, to have the Teſt and Cor-' 

Poration * n deſigned againſſt 
F 
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2 Part lan Pa 


AD DEN DA. 
Papiſts and none elſe) ſo explained, as not 
to exclude Proteſtants, who are capable, from 


20 


ſerving their King and Country. 
May we not look to the Bench of Biſhops, 


expecting that a Regard to Chriſt the Great | 


Shepherd, a Zeal to teſcue one of his Ordi- 


tion, and a Tenderneſs to their diſſenting 
Brethren, admitting that they think them too 
ſcrupulous, yet conſidered as Subjects, none 
went = them in a firm Attachment to 
the Hanover Succeflion, when moſt in 


Danger, none can exceed them in Loyalty 


to our excellent King, and in conſtant and 


_ earneſt Prayers for him and his Royal Houſe ? 


May we not hope, chat at length the Biſhops 
will thus immortalize their Names and Me- 
mories, as much as by. their Paſtoral Letters, 


Vindications of Chriſt's Miracles, and An- 
tient Prophecies of the Old Teſtament? 


| ERRATA in Sermon on 2 Tim. ti 16. 


Pit. 7. et. foi mar P. 9. l. Tonk p. 115 


ult . 
* 4K un. Page 2475 


ERR ATA! in this Sctmon. 4 


- 15 3 


A 5. J. penult. for promiſeue r. promi ſcus. p. 7. 
bath r. lade. p. 13. J. eds 8 p. rg; 


Kd. adverſus 3 
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